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SUDDEN OAK DEATH

This spring, Sudden Oak Death (SOD) was making waves in the media. The Indiana Department of
Natural Resources (INDNR) nursery inspectors detected the water mold pathogen, Phytophthora
ramorum, in several varieties of rhododendron being sold at Walmarts in Columbus, Noblesville,
South Bend, Sullivan, and in Tippecanoe County during the months of April and May. INDNR began
detaining nursery stock and destroying rhododendrons from the source nursery, Park Hill of
Oklahoma, as well as any co-mingling host plants. Those host plants include viburnum, azalea,
camellia, and pieris. Over the course of April and May, over 3,000 plants were destroyed, and
several host plants were quarantined.
SOD was first identified in the San Francisco Bay area in the mid-1990's. By 2001, large tracts of
oaks were dying in Oregon and California due to the pathogen. Since its discovery, millions of
trees and other host plants have died due to SOD. What causes even more of an alarm is that
the pathogen infects so many of the landscape plant material we use in the Midwest, such as
viburnum, azaleas, witch hazels, and European beech. As of today, the pathogen has not been
identified as being established in Indiana.
If you have purchased Rhododendrons or any shrubs from Walmart during the months of
April and May, please contact INDNR for inspectors to test for the pathogen! Contact info is
found here: https://www.in.gov/dnr/entomolo/4532.htm. For a list of hosts for Phytophthora
ramorum, follow this link:
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/plant_pest_info/pram/downloads/pdf_files/usdaprlist.pdf

TREE SCOUTS

"Tree Scouts" - What image does that invoke? No, they are not making the path safe from danger
by climbing up in trees to peer ahead. And, no, they are not identifying trees to fulfill a badge
requirement. They are WLTF's newest project.
Six Tree Friends scout the city for pruning and planting sites in our growing urban forest. The Tree
Friends and the city arborist, Bryce Patz, have always been tasked to identify pruning and
planting needs as they notice them; but, in order to develop a more definitive list, they need to
actually scout the different regions of the city.
The city of West Lafayette and supporters of the Tree Friends have devoted resources to make
sure the many roads in new neighborhoods have street tree plantings. The Tree Scouts not only
monitor those trees, they also take note of where improvements could be made by planting new
trees in established neighborhoods.
They divide the city into three regions, and two people per region drive through their assigned
area noting what street trees might need extra attention. Maybe the limbs hang below the 8-foot
clearance requirement for sidewalks, or a tree has been damaged or is looking less than healthy.
Or maybe a tree's limbs are impeding a traffic sign. This is not a trivial task, as the city has about
10,000 trees to tend.
The Tree Scouts are not the only ones suggesting improvements to our urban forest friends. The
city welcomes citizen input if there is a spot for a new street tree or a street tree needs to be
pruned. Email Bryce Patz at bpatz@wl.in.gov or call (765) 775-5160 with your own tree scout
report.

MEET A TREE FRIEND
DON FRANZMEIER

Don Franzmeier and his family moved to West Lafayette in 1967 when Don joined the Purdue
Agronomy Department. He had previously spent five years in the USDA's Soil and Water Division
after completing his PhD at Michigan State. His Master's thesis at the University of Minnesota was
on raising seedlings in forest nurseries. Seedlings and trees are relevant to soil and water
conservation; so, when Don saw a callout for tree pruners in the 1990's he grabbed his pruning
gear and joined his friend, Hugh Henry, to become a member of what is now known as WL Tree
Friends.
Don is still a pruner-of-trees and has also expanded his community involvement. He helped write
and then implement a grant (City matched) from REMC/Tipmont to replace 45 ash trees in
Northwestern Heights with a variety of tree types. Earlier, he had worked with the Wildcat Creek
Foundation on 52 acres of land at Adams Mill that is now owned by Niches Land Trust. He worked
with the city of WL to begin to resolve the erosion problems in Happy Hollow Park. Currently Don is
involved in preserving trails in Clegg Gardens as he continues to labor to conserve water, soil and
trees.

2019 SPRING PRUNING EXTRAVAGANZA

This spring, the West Lafayette Tree Friends and the City's urban forester finished our annual
spring pruning session, which ran from mid-April through the beginning of June. This season, we
tackled 658 young street trees and pulled nearly 97 tree stakes. Though it was hard work at
times, we had a blast! Want to join in on the fun this fall, but have no experience pruning? No
problem! Contact us as at chair@wltreefriends.org or city@wltreefriends.org for more information.

DONATIONS MAKE A DIFFERENCE
The Tree Friends do a lot more than fund raising, but the funds we raise
make it possible to provide matching funds for grants and to purchase
and plant street trees.
Our donations for 2018-2019 began in November 2018. Click here for a
list of donors to date.
Please help us keep our urban forest healthy and growing. To donate
online, click here, or send a check to Parks and Recreation Department,
1200 North Salisbury Street, West Lafayette 47906. Attention: West
Lafayette Tree Friends.
Some gifts last more than a lifetime!
Your donations help us plant and maintain the WL Urban Forest

UPCOMING EVENTS
The WL Tree Friends meet the second Tuesday of the month at 11:00 a.m.
We have moved our location from the WL Public Library to the temporary City Hall
in the old Happy Hollow School at 1200 North Salisbury Street. We meet in Room
115. Ample parking is available - enter the lot off Kingston Drive. Please join us!
Sunday, July 21

Tuesday, August 13

Tuesday, September 3

Tuesday, September 10

Saturday, September 21

Morris Schoolhouse Open House
Cason Family Park (US 231 & Cumberland Ave.)
2:00 - 4:00 pm
WL Tree Friends Meeting
11:00 a.m. in Room 115 at the Happy Hollow
Complex
Parks & Recreation Fall classes and activities
begin
Happy Hollow Complex (765) 775-5110
WL Tree Friends Meeting
11:00 a.m. in Room 115 at the Happy Hollow
Complex
Global Fest
Northwestern and Columbia Streets (Near the WL

Sunday, September 22

Wednesday, September 25

Tuesday, October 8

Ongoing event:

Library)
2:00 - 10:00 pm
Art on the Wabash
Tapawingo Park
10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Come visit the Tree Friends at the City Booth
WL Farmers Market on North Salisbury St.
3:30 - 7:00 pm
WL Tree Friends Meeting
11:00 a.m. in Room 115 at the Happy Hollow
Complex
Wednesdays in the Wild
Lilly Nature Center at 1:00 p.m.

IN CLOSING...
On Earth Day 2019, the Poetry Foundation published The Tree Agreement, a poem by Elise
Paschen. Not only does the poem touch on the many contributions of urban trees, but it also
highlights the deep attachment that can develop between humans and trees.
Because of copyright issues, we will not copy the poem here, but direct you to the link.
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poems/58635/the-tree-agreement

Siberian Elm
From the Purdue Arboretum Explorer
https://mlp.arboretum.purdue.edu/

Find previous issues of Urban Leaves here.
Are you on our enewsletter mailing list? Sign up here
Show your appreciation for someone
and make a meaningful contribution
to the health and beauty of West Lafayette!
For more information
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