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THE WEST LAFAYETTE TREE FRIENDS
ENDOWMENT

The West Lafayette Tree Friends are very grateful and
humbled that John and JoAnn McDonald chose to honor the
work of our organization with a gift in their wills. John had
been a very active and dedicated volunteer since 2010, and
both John and JoAnn supported the Tree Friends with hard
work and financial contributions. Members of the Tree
Friends discussed several options for directing the use of
their gift and voted to place the money into a permanent
endowment that will provide income far into the future. It
also provides an opportunity for WLTF to accept additional gifts from donors who wish to
see their contribution become part of future tree plantings!

The Endowment was established on September 24, 2020, in
conjunction with the Community Foundation of Greater
Lafayette.

Our Annual Donor Campaign, which begins in the month of
November, will give our donors an opportunity to contribute to
this endowment.

The fact that John and JoAnn McDonald chose to support our
work with such a significant legacy gift is truly touching.

WEST LAFAYETTE TREE FRIENDS
ANNUAL FUND DRIVE



West Lafayette Tree Friends are alive and well! Some of our usual activities and projects
were cancelled or delayed by COVID (e.g., Lillich Lecture, Arbor Day observance, early
Spring pruning, and meetings limited to virtual formats or emails). But we have proceeded
with Operation Releaf (Spring and Fall tree planting), pruning (with COVID safety
measures), and special planting projects with the City’s talented Summer Interns.

The focus of this year’s Annual Fund Drive is to assure our supporters that the West
Lafayette Tree Friends will continue to care for our urban forest by planting, pruning, and
maintaining the street trees. We are beginning our 40th year with new energy.

Be on the lookout for a letter and donation form coming in early November. There you will
find information on how to make a gift and options available as to payment. We need and
appreciate support for (1) our General Fund that receives contributions for unrestricted
support, (2) our Tribute Tree program for honoring individuals or groups for $400 per tree,
or (3) our newly-established West Lafayette Tree Friends Endowment.

All contributions should be directed to the West Lafayette Parks Department, which acts as
our financial agent. Questions? Contact the West Lafayette urban forester at
bpatz@wl.in.gov or (765) 775-5160. To donate, go to https://wltreefriends.org/Donate. You
may also view there a list of donors from our 2019-2020 Fund Drive.

LET'S PLANT TREES TOGETHER!

WIGGINS STREET PROJECT

mailto:bpatz@wl.in.gov
https://wltreefriends.org/donate


Many long-time residents will remember seeing Helen Lillich, founder of the WL Tree
Friends, parked along Wiggins Street near the Harrison Bridge. On a regular basis she and
her old black pickup truck were part of an effort to clean up trash that collected along the
guard rail, filling the truck with papers, cans and bottles, and cigarette butts. This spot
readily became an eyesore at the entrance to the City – not only because of the windblown
litter but also because of a decades-long accumulation of weed seeds.

Thanks to a generous gift from Helen’s son, David Lillich,
coupled with a grant from the American Water Environmental
Fund, we have been able to revitalize this long roadside strip
with plantings of native trees and shrubs. The existing soil was
amended, with weeds removed. Clean soil was added to
accommodate 78 Hydrangeas, 6 Bald Cypress, and 6 Tulip
Trees. Several large plantings of grasses will be spaced between
the shrubs and trees. We are grateful to David Lillich and to the
American Water Environmental Fund for their support; and we
look forward to the tree planting, which will occur by November.

MEET A TREE FRIEND:
KATHY ATWELL

Kathy Schanke Atwell, born in Indianapolis, moved to
West Lafayette in 1962. Kathy has a BS in teaching and
an MA in Visual Arts from Purdue University, and she
was the first work-study student in the Purdue
Galleries. For the past two years, when Kathy joined the
WL Tree Friends, she has been energetically engaged in
pruning WL street trees and pulling up tree stakes (when
young trees are ready to stand on their own).

Kathy also has an obvious interest in history and
cultures, as exemplified by her work in the Money
Museum in Colorado Springs and a 10-year position as
Executive Director of the Tippecanoe County Historical
Association until 2016. Other volunteer activities include
the Morris One-Room Schoolhouse project, the Farm at
Prophetstown, Feast of the Hunters Moon, Klondike High
School Alumni Association, and coordinator of the Art on
the Wabash Art Fair. She is one industrious person! WL

Tree Friends greatly appreciate her energy and talent as we maintain and grow our urban
forest. Thank you, Kathy!

TREE PROTECTION TAKES PLANNING



We hope that West Lafayette residents are enjoying the brand-new pedestrian and cycle
track along N. Salisbury Street. The new trail runs along Cumberland Park, connecting
existing trails to the soon-to-open Wellness Center, which is nestled under an existing
mature tree canopy. The City and their contractors were dedicated to protecting our urban
forest and planned accordingly to protect the critical root zones as much as possible. Prior
to work being done, an inventory was taken of all trees, their health and condition, as well
as other landscape beds. Extensive planning on the placement of the trail was undertaken,
noting all the work that would affect the tree’s critical root zones. The existing sidewalk was
lifted and replaced with good soil along the expansion of greenspace, accommodating new
root development. The City’s urban forester, Bryce Patz, will continue to monitor the stand
of Freeman Maple and Honeylocust in the coming months.

STREET TREE SPOTLIGHT:
KENTUCKY COFFEETREE

Kentucky Coffeetree (Gymnocladus dioicus) is an
Indiana native, a large shade tree on West Lafayette’s
approved street trees list. The common name comes
from the days of when settlers used the seeds as a
substitute for coffee. However, the pulp and seeds are
toxic when not properly and completely roasted. The
Kentucky Coffeetree is tolerant of a wide range of
soils, as well as air pollution, which makes this
species a great choice for urban sites. However, the
seeds are encased in leathery, reddish-brown
seedpods, which can be an issue for urban sites. Due
to this, we plant the male cultivar ‘Espresso’—a
variety that does not produce fruits. When planted,
the young sapling may look a bit meek, but as the
tree matures, it takes on the form of a stately
oak. The mature bark is very interesting.

For more information, visit the Purdue Arboretum Explorer page
here:
http://mlp.arboretum.purdue.edu/weboi/oecgi3.exe/INET_ECM_DispPl
?NAMENUM=266&DETAIL=1&startpage=1#.X2zveGhKiUk

To view West Lafayette’s approved street trees list, visit:
https://www.westlafayette.in.gov/egov/documents/1508858135_81
337.pdf

http://mlp.arboretum.purdue.edu/weboi/oecgi3.exe/INET_ECM_DispPl?NAMENUM=266&DETAIL=1&startpage=1#.X2zveGhKiUk
https://www.westlafayette.in.gov/egov/documents/1508858135_81337.pdf


Visit our Website

West Lafayette Tree Friends are proceeding with Fall pruning of neighborhood street trees.
Click here for helpful information about winter prep for trees in your yard.

IN CLOSING...

https://wltreefriends.org
https://www.arborday.org/trees/tips/mulching.cfm


BE SAFE! BE WELL!

Finally, a favor to ask. If you like this newsletter we send you, would you forward it to a few
friends who perhaps don’t know about it? 
They can sign up to receive it themselves right here. Thanks.

Find previous issues of Urban Leaves here.

Show your appreciation for someone with a Tribute Tree, and make a contribution to the
health and beauty of West Lafayette. For more information

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=4fkzsjfab&p=oi&m=1105202030783&sit=9hqvrx6fb&f=fb63e978-9840-4137-8910-fddcb001d439&id=preview
https://wltreefriends.org/newsletters/
https://wltreefriends.org/tribute-trees/

