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TREES OFFER A BREATH OF FRESH AIR
(The first in a series of articles celebrating the benefits of trees)

What could be more important than the air we
breathe? As communities grow, the inevitable increase in
pollutants threatens good health and clean air. Improved
air quality is one of the amazing ways that trees create a
better quality of life in urban areas. So…planting more
trees is an answer to “What can I do?”

TREES release oxygen into the atmosphere that
we humans and wildlife need to breathe.
TREES absorb gaseous pollutants such as sulfur
dioxide (SO3), ground-level ozone (O3,) and
carbon dioxide (CO2) as well as small
particulate matter through their bark and
leaves, removing them from the air we
breathe.
TREES cool the environment (1) by providing
shade, keeping the sun’s rays from reaching
the ground and buildings, and (2) by
transpiring water. This reduces the need for air
conditioning, which in turn reduces the amount
of energy we use (and the pollutants that
energy use may cause.)
Check out these links.
https://blog.nature.org/science/2017/04/06/trees-air-pollution-balance-ecosystemservices-ozone/
https://co2living.com/how-do-trees-clean-the-air-pollution/
https://edu.rsc.org/feature/how-do-trees-clean-our-air/4010864.article
https://www.usda.gov/media/blog/2015/03/17/power-one-tree-very-air-we-breathe

TAKE A DEEP BREATH, HUG A TREE —
IN THANKS FOR THE GIFT OF FRESH AIR

THE SPIRIT OF ARBOR DAY

Spring is a time of rebirth and renewal – so much more welcome this year following the
worst of Covid 19. Arbor Day (arbor, Latin for “tree”) raises our understanding and
appreciation of trees, encouraging tree planting and care. It is usually observed on the last
Friday in April and is celebrated in all 50 states. West Lafayette is proud to be
designated a Tree City USA by the Arbor Day Foundation for the past 30 years. This
commitment is supported by the City of West Lafayette, dedicated volunteers (WL Tree
Friends), and your donations. Although there will be no Arbor Day public event due to
pandemic guidelines, the City and WL Tree Friends continue to expand, manage, and
protect the urban landscape, as we have done for 40 years.
Here’s how we are doing it:
Operation Re-leaf will add 90 street trees this spring and fall, including several in
Arbor Chase, where residents have identified needed street
trees. https://www.wlfi.com/content/news/Tree-planting-season-adding-35-newtrees-to-West-Lafayette-neighborhood-573923101.html?fbclid=IwAR3O0TBv19UBGoTHGVtcE5Od7ssE2a-aUg1bH22hMZ5sovz0Fo1w2sLeT4
Pruning events are scheduled in April and May. For information, contact Bryce Patz at
bpatz@westlafayette.in.gov or call him at 765-775-5170.
Street trees lost to the Emerald Ash Borer are being replaced. West Lafayette has
been removing Callery Pear trees in the City right of way, as these trees are very
invasive and destructive. Click here for more information about Callery Pear impact
and replacement.
Stay tuned for more ways we plan to celebrate Arbor Day!

PLANT A TREE OR TWO IN YOUR YARD TO CELEBRATE!
(Avoid Callery Pear - Now an invasive species)
Include children in your tree planting whenever
possible. This may provide important exposure to the
green world and the complex issues of environmental
quality.
Check out the WL Tree Manual for tree planting and
care guidelines:
https://www.westlafayette.in.gov/egov/documents/1525697525_01
463.pdf.

WHY PLANT OAKS?
Oak trees (genus Quercus) are beautiful and powerful. They offer fall colors of red, reddishbrown, and yellow brown; and their silhouette in winter is stately and sturdy.
Oaks, large and long-lived, provide a tree canopy of
shade in summer for individual enjoyment, as well
as reduce utility bills.
When sited in a sunny location, oaks tolerate many
soil types; and numerous varieties prosper in
Indiana. Not all are slow growing: Red Oaks and
White Oaks can grow about a foot a year.
Oaks provide food, especially for Blue Jays, and also
habitat for countless birds, insects, and spiders,
important assets for your yard and community. And
remember the oxygen they release, pollutants they
absorb, and storm water that a mature oak
intercepts. “Oak trees are one of our region’s most
important native species, supporting entire ecosystems – many that are now under severe
threat.” (Lydia Scott, Director, Chicago Region Tree
Initiative).
According to Douglas W. Tallamy in The Nature of
Oaks,” A yard without oaks is a yard meeting only a
fraction of its life-supporting potential. Oaks are not
just another plant.”
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/31/realestate/oa
k-trees-why-you-should-plant.html?
campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210401&instance_
id=28723&nl=themorning®i_id=123960879&segment_id=54658&te=
1&user_id=df8b34f5c9bfc1aeb4f03b5c996995ec
Some oak species that thrive in this part of Indiana
are Black Oak, Chinkapin Oak, and Swamp Chestnut
Oak. More oaks to plant in this area can be found on
the Approved Tree List
https://www.westlafayette.in.gov/egov/documents/1

508858135_81337.pdf. Enjoy finding out more
information about oaks and other trees at the
Purdue Arboretum
website: https://www.arboretum.purdue.edu.

PLOTTING ALONG WITH TREE PLOTTER

The City of West Lafayette and West Lafayette Tree Friends have acquired a new tree
database to help track and monitor our street trees. The software, called TreePlotter PARKS,
is a visual, mobile platform that allows City staff and volunteers to continually update tree
measurements, health, and pruning needs as we work in neighborhoods. This program will
help map future tree planting sites and what species are at risk due to our changing
climate. TreePlotter PARKS also uses data we collect to calculate all the amazing and vital
benefits our urban forest provides. If you see a few volunteers measuring street trees in
your neighborhood this season, wave and say hello or join in on the fun!
For more information, see this article from WLFI: https://www.wlfi.com/content/news/Cityof-West-Lafayette-investing-in-online-tree-tracking-system-to-help-improve-environment573183691.html

SUPPORTING THE TREE FRIENDS
WITH YOUR DONATIONS
One of the functions of the West Lafayette Tree Friends is to provide financial support to the
City to maintain and improve the urban forest that we all enjoy – and which also brings
ecological and financial benefits to the City and our residents. Our specific focus is to plant
and maintain the trees that line many of our streets (“street trees”).
We begin our annual fund drive in November of each year. The needs are ongoing, and we

appreciate donations throughout the year. We need and appreciate support for (1) the
General Fund that receives contributions for unrestricted support, (2) the Tribute Tree
program for honoring individuals or groups for $400 per tree, and (3) the newly established
WL Tree Friends Endowment.
All contributions should be directed to the West Lafayette Parks and Recreation Department,
which acts as our financial agent, located at 222 North Chauncey Ave., West Lafayette, IN
47906. Please be sure to indicate which of the three funds you are donating to (General
Fund, Tribute Tree, or Endowment). Questions? Contact the WL urban forester at
bpatz@wl.in.gov or (765) 775-5160. To donate now, click this link
https://wltreefriends.org/donate. You may also view there the list of donors to our current
2020-2021 Fund Drive.
LET’S PLANT TREES – TOGETHER!

Visit our Website

THE MAGIC AND MYSTERY OF TREES
The Magic and Mystery of Trees is a delightful introduction
to the world of trees above and below the ground. Though
written expressly to an audience of children, it is a book for
all ages. Written by Jen Green and illustrated by Claire
McElfatrick, the book explores the natural science of trees
from the highest branch and leaf down to the complex
world of its roots. Interesting information and fun facts
combine with creative illustrations and photography to
explore the vital role trees play in the forest ecosystem
and in improving our environment. Enjoy searching
through the pages to meet trees from around the world,
identify animals, birds and fungi that live around, inside
and underneath trees, and to learn about some of the
fantastic abilities trees have to adapt to their
environments. The book includes a glossary of tree terms
and a list of national and state trees.
The Magic and Mystery of Trees is great reading for the
budding naturalist and for anyone interested in discovering
the “secret” lives of trees. It would make a great Arbor Day
addition to anyone’s library.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, April 17

Earth Day Event
9:00 to noon
Parking lot behind The Russell Company
(next to Pizza Hut off Sagamore Parkway)
Sponsored by The Russell Company and Reliable Insurance
Paper shredding, some electronics, OTC and
prescription meds
West Lafayette Tree Friends will be accepting donations
at the site

Wednesday, May 5
(Wednesdays
through October)

West Lafayette Farmers Market
3605 N Salisbury Street
Cumberland Park
3:30 to 7:00

Tuesday, May 11

WL Tree Friends Meeting
Noon
Wellness Center - 1101 Kalberer Road

Tuesday, June 8

WL Tree Friends Meeting
Noon
Wellness Center - 1101 Kalberer Road

IN CLOSING...

BE SAFE! BE WELL!
Finally, a favor to ask. If you like this newsletter we send you, would you forward it to a few
friends who perhaps don’t know about it?
They can sign up to receive it themselves right here. Thanks.
Find previous issues of Urban Leaves here.
Show your appreciation for someone with a Tribute Tree, and make a contribution to the
health and beauty of West Lafayette. For more information

