
West Lafayette Tree Friends 

Minutes of Virtual Meeting 

January 12, 2021 

The meeting was called to order via WebEx at 12:00PM.  In attendance were Dennis Schlott, Lynn 

Layden, Nanci Forney, Bill Gass, Mary Campbell, Suman Harshvardan, Ann Hunt, Bill Evers, Bryce Patz, 

Judy Pellissier, Dan Dunten, Becky Fry and Mickey Harris. 

The Minutes from the December meeting were approved as published.  Lynn Layden presented the 

financial report for the 2020 year and noted that General Funds had increased this year due to the gift 

from the MacDonald estate…$200,000 had established the Endowment and the remaining $31,000 is in 

the General Fund account. The ending balance on December 31, 2020 was $81,706.65. 

Bryce Patz reported on upcoming plans for the Tree Friends.  Pruning will include Arbor Chase. He asked 

members to make notes about street trees that need pruning and email them into his office. There will 

be 2-3 interns this summer and hopefully they will be available for pruning in April. Arbor Day will mark 

the start of the pruning calendar. Bryce is assessing needs for trees,  primarily to fill in holes. He will put 

the list for both spring and fall planting out to bid in mid-February.  The software inventory package, 

Tree Plotter, has been received and the inventory is being updated. Contractors will begin accessing the 

data and maps when planting the new trees, 

Judy said the January 22nd edition of Urban Leaves will be put online and will include an article about 

Nature Hoods. 

Bill Evers will be calculating the response rate from data on the 2020 donor campaign.  There is interest 

in comparing the response to handwritten notes among the perennial givers versus the potential givers. 

Members are asked to look over a list of letters that were returned because of incorrect addresses – this 

will be sent out as an email.  If you have an up-to-date address, please note it and contact Bill. 

Bryce summarized the proposed goals and objectives that the Strategic Plan task group has developed. 

Mickey suggested a public education goal as well as a goal to get more readers.  Ann mentioned the 

Booth at Farmers Market and the Lillich lecture.  Bryce said that the next few months will be critical to 

WLTF activities beyond pruning,,,improvement in the WL positivity rate is required. 

Bill Evers noted he still has several sets of tools that were sharpened in his garage. Please contact him 

and pick them up. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1;00pm. The next meeting will be February 9th. 

Lynn Layden, Secretary pro tem 


